OCTOBER   25-NOVEMBER   2,    1903
Tuesday, October zjtfi.

I worked very late again, though with an incipient headache,
and much dissatisfaction with the work done. You may per-
ceive intellectually that a sensational story may also be artistic,
but it does not follow that you can sit down and produce the
thing, unless you have a natural bent for it. I have been under
the mistaken idea that, because I saw the possibility of it being
done, therefore I could do it.

Thursday, October zgth.

The new ' revue ' at La Cigale. I was really astonished by the
breadth of some of the double-meanings that were explained to
me. On the whole it was not as good as the last one I saw here.
But the mounting and stage management and the figures of the
women at this little Montmartre Theatre are not surpassed any-
where in Paris, and the f revues' are certainly better than any
other that I have seen. I have not been to the Mathurins.

Friday, October
Opera Comique. " Pelleas and M61isande." This thing made
a profound impression on me, as a play. I thought the music
neither helped nor spoilt the piece ; it did not offend me and
at times it seemed rather good ; it was ' always * in the key !
But the play ! I thought that nothing could be more simple
and more profound in its presentation of the essential quality
of * life *. The whole performance was a triumph (and tt"'g in
spite of bad seats).
Sunday, November ist.
Opera Comique. " Carmen." 2nd Act excellent. And all
good and shapely. All this last week my whole existence has
been upset and monopolized by that story and by people ; and
I seem to have lost the faculty for rigidly pla.Tmj.-ng out my days
into sections. I have studied no French at all ; and this journal
is reduced again to a mere chronicle.
Monday, November 2nd.
I received a long letter from Whitten * last Thursday with his
idea for my new series in T.P.'s Weekly, to be called f * A Novelist's
Notebook ", and to-day I began the first article or rather the
planning of it.
1 Wilfred Whitten, editor of TJfVs Weekly.
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